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TRACKING SEPTA 


Is your train on time? It’s looking better 


A year after a report found dismal 
performances, the picture has 


improved. But the work isn’t finished. 


By Jason Laughlin, Justine McDaniel, 


and Dylan Purcell 
STAFF WRITERS 


Riders still complain. Trains on some of the 
most heavily used lines still struggle with late- 


ness. 


But SEPTA’s Regional Rail trains have been 


and Daily News published a report document- 
ing dismal on-time rates and the railroad’s myri- 


ad problems. 


running on time across all 13 lines more often 


than in the last two years, according to a fresh 
analysis of SEPTA data a year after the Inquirer 


Chart, A17. 


SEPTA officials and riders agree on at least 
one thing: More work remains. 

In August and September, the agency met its 
self-imposed goal of a 90 percent on-time rate 
for two consecutive months for the first time 
since the beginning of 2015, although that figure 
slipped below 90 percent in October, SEPTA 
said last week. (SEPTA’s definition of punctual 

See SEPTA on A17 
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> How reliable is your Regional Rail line? 


The Media/Elwyn Line saw on-time rates rise from 56 percent to 95 percent. 


RECOVERING FROM MARIA | DISPATCHES FROM PUERTO RICO 


Finding Her Roots 


Quetcy Lozada at the end of her two weeks visiting Puerto Rico, the former homeland of her parents and still 


home to other relatives. The visit struck something deep in Lozada, she said. 


DAVID SWANSON / Staff Photographer 


Pulled from Phila. to island, to see for herself and to help. 


By Tricia L. Nadolny 
STAFF WRITER 
AGUAS, Puerto Rico — As she 
drove the mountain road leading 
to her relatives’ home, slowing to 
avoid craters where the street 
had collapsed, Quetcy Lozada 
went quiet. 

For two weeks, in crushing humidity, 
she had walked streets lined with wrecked 
homes, yelling out that her team had food 
and water. She had laughed and cried 
with the people who came out. 

Something about seeing the devastation 
here, though, made her still. 

“Oh my God. Look at that,” Lozada whis- 
pered as she passed a neighborhood recre- 
ation center, the domed roof blown off 
leaving only the metal frame like the 
bones of an animal carcass. 

She was based at a Salvation Army post 
less than 20 minutes from here, yet hadn’t 
had time to visit her family. 


were fine. 
But countless others she had met said 


Lozada takes 
a selfie with an 


the same, showing an inconceivable opti- 
mism, and then went back to homes with 
no electricity and no water, some with no 


uncle, Chris Rioz, 
during her 
volunteer work with 


They had told her on the phone they 


See MARIA on A16 


the Salvation Army. 


N.J. HATE-CRIME CASE 


Hidden ‘history’ of racism by chief alleged 


By Melanie Burney, Jan Hefler, 
and Avalon R. Zoppo 
STAFF WRITERS 
Former Bordentown Township Po- 
lice Chief Frank M. Nucera Jr. is a 
fixture in his South Jersey commu- 
nity: a longtime resident, a law en- 
forcement officer who climbed the 


ranks to the top spot, township ad- 
ministrator, businessman. He used 
to work at the local supermarket, 
too, and frequently stood security 
at the high school football games at 
his alma mater. 

The many hats Nucera wore put 
him in frequent contact with resi- 


dents and motorists passing 
through the suburban community 
of 11,000 about 40 miles northeast 
of Philadelphia. 

Then Nucera abruptly retired in 
January, and federal authorities 
last week cast him in a light that 

See CHIEF on A15 
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‘THAT’S VOTER FRAUD’ 


Ballots cast 
at care home 
draw scrutiny 


Relatives of elderly in Darby are suspicious. 
Records show 34 voted, all by absentee. 


By William Bender 
STAFF WRITER 

Lucy Corrato, a 91-year-old former South Philadelphia 
resident, is a longtime, dedicated nonvoter. 

She arrived at St. Francis Center for Rehabilitation & 
Health Care in 2014 having deliberately avoided voting 
for decades. 

Nicholas Corrato estimated that his mother hadn’t 
voted in at least 30 years because she never wanted to 
get called for jury duty. Philadelphia election officials 
say they have no record that she was ever registered to 
vote in the city. 

This spring, Corrato’s streak was broken. 

On April 17, the last day to register before the May 
primary, she became a registered voter in Delaware Coun- 
ty, at St. Francis’ address in Darby Borough, just over the 
Southwest Philadelphia border. Minutes later, an applica- 

See BALLOTS on A4 
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